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SUBJECT: COLGATE-PALMOLIVE STRIKE ENDS 
REF: A. BANGKOK 1880, B. BANGKOK 25378 75 

1 . THE TWELVE WEEK LONG STRIKE AT COLGATE-PALMOLIVE ENDED YESTER- 
DAY WHEN MANAGEMENT AND STRIKE LEADERS REACHED A SETTLEMENT AS A 
RESULT OF THE INTENSIVE MEDIATION OF A MEMBER OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S STAFF. AFTER THE SLENDER HOPE FOR ASSISTANCE FROM THE 

RTG LABOR DEPARTMENT VANISHED, COLGATE MANAGEMENT FORWARDED A LETTER 
TO THE PRIME MINISTER REQUESTING POLICE PROTECTION FOR THE PLANT 
AND INDIVIDUALS WILLING TO RETURN TO WORK. AFTER AN INITIAL PERIOD 
OF INDECISION, MEMBERS OF THE PRIME MINISTER'S STAFF ARRANGED FOR 
REPRESENTATIVES OF MANAGEMENT AND STRIKING WORKERS TO ASSEMBLE IN 
ADJOINING ROOMS WHILE DR. ATHIT VRAIRAT, DEFEATED NEW FORCE 
CANDIDATE FOR GOVERNOR OF BANGKOK AND THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
ADVISOR ON ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS, PERFORMED SHUTTLE MEDIATION 
TO BRING SIDES TOGETHER. 

2. THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE SETTLEMENT INCLUDED AN EIGHT PERCENT 
WAGE INCREASE, A 200 BAHT PER MONTH COST OF LIVING ALLOWANCE, 

A INTEREST-FREE 

LOAN OF EIGHT WEEKS' SALAR TO BE REPAID OVER THIRTY MONTHS BEGIN 
NING IN MAY 1976 AND AMNESTY FOR ACTS CONSTITUTING UNFAIR LABOR 
PRACTICES. STRIKE LEADERS HAD ORIGINALLY DEMANDED ANNUAL TEN PER- 
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AND A THREE MONTH YEAR-END BONUS. AS THE LATEST NEGOTIATIONS BEGAN, 
THEY ADDED DEMANDS FOR ABOLITION OF AN EXISTING PROVIDENT FUND, 
STRIKE PAY AND TOTAL AMNESTY FOR STRIKERS. IN RESOLVING THE STRIKE, 
DR. ATHIT EMPHASIZED COLGATE-PALMOLIVE EMPLOYEES WERE PRESENTLY 
WELL PAID AND THAT MANAGEMENT'S OFFER WAS FAIR. MANAGEMENT WAS 
REPEATEDLY TOLD "YOU CAN AFFORD THIS" - A FACT MANAGEMENT 
READILY ADMITS. 

3. THE FACT TWELVE WEEKS HAVE PASSED SINCE THE STRIKE BEGAN 
AND THE PRIME MINISTER AND HIS STAFF HAD TO INTERVENE TO SETTLE 
A DISPUTE IN A NON-ESSENTIAL INDUSTRY EMPLOYING LESS THAN 150 
PEOPLE POINTS UP THE PARALYSIS AFFECTING THE RTG LABOR DEPARTMENT, 
AND TO SOME EXTENT THE CARETAKER GOVERNMENT AS A WHOLE. 
WHITEHOUSE 
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